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SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.1

April 20, 1993

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear FCC -- Children's TV Act Committee:

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PI LLSBURY M/SIT SCHOOL
2250 Garfield Street N.E.

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55418-3927
~'--;'''~Telephone 612/627-2822

R
."',,........

ECEIVEO"" "''-.-

FCC MAIL ROOM

YES, YOU SHOULD ADOPT GUIDELINES AN AMOUNT AND TYPE OF CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING
FOR RENEWING FCC LICENSES: I am presently Storyteller/Video Teacher at Pillsbury
School in Minneapolis, but I've held many roles in children's TV since finishing
broadcast school in 1970 and trying to do a local children's TV show just about
the time they were being dropped allover the country.

Since there are now a wealth of well-done educational children's shows on some of
the cable channels (Discovery, et al) and these are made available for classroom
use free through Cable in the Classroom, I believe local commercial stations
should be required to carefully produce one local program each that allows for
involvement and participation by young people in the community (not just sitting
back and watching). I also believe that a structure should be created that would
allow at least this one program to be sponsored. by a coalition of healthy
children's products, ranging from "grow your own garden foods", bicycles,
roller skates, and gyroscopes, to "homemade squirt guns" that don't require
pointing a gun because they're made by recycling the empty dish detergent bottle
(originally purchased). Sometimes we who get labelled "TV activists" are
portrayed as anti-business, etc. etc. I don't believe I or most other concerned
educators or TV activists are anti-business (iust anti-dishonest business).
There are thousands of healthy products that ~re and can be sold to children and/or
their parents, and quite frankly I think it is evil that after all these years
of children's TV, sugar overload and the like is still the predominant commercial
message offered to children via the most powerful mass educator around.

I went into television almost 25 years ago because I wanted to give children an
opportunity to be involved with it, as well as watch it, and the only model
for that then was local character host TV. When that disappeared, I chose to
follow an even more participatory route than I had dreamed. I started the first
participatory children's TV channel in a children's hospital (since replicated
around the country) and I got heavily into school children making video, especially
international video exchange. Yet there is still little support for these things.
I believe that with the proliferation of TV channels, local commercial stations
could and should be mandated (under the "public owns the airwaves") to serve
children by creating 1990's local formats paid for with healthy commercial products.

.1

Larry Johnson
Storyteller/Video Teacher
315 Georgia Ave. No.
Mpls, Minn, 55427
612-546-1074

No. of Copies rec'd._--,-I__
UstABCOE
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""" KAVT-TV
~

Austin Area Vocational Technical Institute 1900 8th Ave. N.W. Austin Minnesota 55912
Phone 437-6681 EX. 67

Larry Johnson
Program Director
Austin YHCA
704 First Drive N W
Austin, Minnesota 55912

March 30, 1973

Dear Larry,

I just wanted to put down in writing how pleased we at Channel 15 are
with "The Holey Backyard Club". When you first approached me with the
idea, I was truthfully skeptical but because the station was brand new
and looking for programming I thought there was nothing to lose by
letting you take a shot at it.

My initial skepticism has turned into downright admiration in the few
months since you went "On the Air". Your idea of getting different
elementary-age kids on the air every week to show their unique
talents and abilities has indeed been the "hit" of our TV season.
"The Holey Backyard Club" is easily our most talked-about program.
Comments from principals and teachers in our 15 elementary schools have
been entirely favorable. When you can get a principal to work a
class schedule so as to enable students to watch a TV program, that
accomplishment speaks for itself. Perhaps the most encouraging
comments to us have come from parents who have called or written to
say how much they enjoy the show.

In short, we're extremely pleased with the job you're doing. We
appreciate it even more knowing that it's all done on your own time.
I'm hopefUl that by next fall we'll be able to offer you more materials
and other aids to work with to further upgrade the program. I've
already scheduled the program for a time slot that will offer "The Holey
Backyard Club" to a wider audience.

Again, OUI" appreciation and thanks for a job very well done.
,..--------..

Sincerely --- ....

C~:L&JZ:L~ JOHN O'ROURKE
RADIO-TV COORDINATOR
AUSTIN PUBLIC SCHOOLS



KAVT-TV
Austin Area Vocational Technical Institute 1900 8th Ave. N.W. Austin Minnesota 55912

Phone 437-6681 EX. 67

I have been associated with Mr. Larry Johnson for approximately two years as
production director of a weekly half hour television program. This program
entitled liThe Holey Backyard Club" was originated by Larry and is a children's
variety show in which Mr. Johnson is the principal character. Because of this
association Mr. Johnson has asked me to comment on the show and audience
reaction to it and to his performance in the show.

The show is staged as a "back yard club ll involving children from the elementary
schools and YMCA, doing gymnastic stunts, singing, playing instruments, telling
stories- all the things one would expect on a show of this type. It is set
against the theme of children "caring wholly for others. II

Mr. Johnson's long experience with church youth groups, his employment as a
YMCA Youth Activities Director and a unique ability to II see" from a child's
point of view allows him to blend his and the children's performances into a
production showing many professional qualities. Each show has been well organ
ized, runs smoothly and requires a minimum amount of IItakes ll and editing.

In talking with parents who bring their children to appear on the program. I
find that many knew of the show because their children watched it at home. That
is, they watched this program in preference to similar, nationally distributed
productions coming via network. Further, the deep interest the youngsters
display in working with Larry and- in ~tching him go through his routine, indicate
to me that the show is well received by the elementary school age group.

Favorable reaction is not limited to just these ages however. Our station is
located in the Austin Area Vocational Technical Institute complex where both
Television Engineering and Radio and Television Announcing are taught. During
a break period, not long ago, I was mildly and pleasantly surprised to find
students from these programs gathered around a monitor "previewing" the show.
These people are over 18, young adults, and it was easy to see that they, too,
enjoyed it.

My own reaction is that Mr. Johnson does an excellent job. Our production budget
is limited and yet with so little to work with, he consistently turns out a fine
program.

When Mr. Larry Johnson finds employment outside of Austin it can be surely
said that our loss has been some one else's gain.

DONALD A. WELCH

~aJ)M?
GENERAL MANAGER
KAVT-TV
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AIttout the CorrtriINt;ore

u- isa middle schoolscieoce teacher in
MInt He is author of the hiJbly acclaimed
sinadation Nw'-r&cope.

W........wI. the Director of Outreach in
the Institute of Internationll Studies. University of
MinMIota. He is_ the ..iItaat to the director of
the ibIdIIIte. Pmm If171 to 1_he tHJht kiJdeoptten
thftNI1l tweINa ..... 1& PaidIia SdD.Jl ill A.......
from 1910 to 1_ lie.....was principal of
Hiroshima IntemationU School.

....,•. P isa prm.y liIlIdIerat""'"
InteR. dn.'...AIII .......• 11,_"
____nO tn, CUIIic* ill ......of

multic:u1bua1 and aIoW education.

(~._._~-._- )prodac~ ill ... M~·.r..PuWic ScbooIs Lmy
and his wife.1!'Iaine. won Orand Prize at the lint
Tokyo fntern1ItionaI Video Felli .

... I ... isa , edltcator IDd
c~... DI*•• inCalifCllltia. He is a COIIIIIIbnt
to the NIItionII <Jeoanphk: Society.

T..,....-.....UxIb'-at die PiIIIbury
Mact1 Sc:iIIa SdIDol in Mil r.... Todd is III

acti\'e of lYacaton" SodaIIleIponIibility.

Peter _drs" is a priJmry teacher at the Paideia
SclIeoI in A1lBta. He pI__ WGlbh8pI around the

U StIIIII_ lit.10"'"oIIiNJ8l become ardIIle-
0 ad aadIlopolo....of their~

K_ sa... teaches social stIIdiea at the St. PIuI
Academy in the Twin Cities. In 1992, Ken was
selected to be a Mondale Fellow at the H. H. Hum
plucy Center for Public Affain at the University of
Minnesota.

Hl8ry5ellc* is a lOCial studies specialist for the
WiIc:onsin Departmmt of Pablk Instnction. She is
a diaector of the GNat Late&-Japm-in-the-Sc:hoo"
Project.

Mea W....worts with CUldreach in Rhode Island.
She is a specialist in chi1dren's art.
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I like thl5 book. The chspt;en; are

brimming with iaea5. 50me of which are
among the tn05t creative I've come
acr055 In a long time. Thl5 15 a book for
adventuroU5 teacher5 who love teaching
(or who want to).

-Walter C. Parker
Associate Professor

Social Studies Education
University of Washington
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Dorothy Hoffman,
UnJdng IhTOlllIa Diversity

Much of leami,." can Pe de6Crl11ed in
term. of~ new".~. Under
6tJJndIng another'6 per6peetive can witJerI
a path, Proaden and deepen vi6lon, in
CrtJa6e chrJlce, untnnd II 6pIrft. aIttJ open a
mind and hart.

Linking throueh' Diwwel1;y
Practical Cla66room

Method6 for Experiencing
and Under6tanding

Our Culture6

Edited by Walter BaIoe. ALD.•
and Ken Simon, M.A.

Teo experieoced clusroom teadIers sbare their
ideas and I'eIIOUReS with )'08 to help you creale

your own intercultutal clauroom.

The iofercultural classroom develops wbole
minded ........ wbo Me iaIemsted lWWJIh in
the wodd to.,.. to ....... it IIId CIIIfideat
enough to want to interact widl it This boot
shows you bow to adHeve ....... nIllD
exceOeQt IJIct&roud dtIpIer lOll ntDllle and
JDMly opeo-f8dDd activities.

TeJeoonwwnicIaio. die yellow ,..,.. IIId

your ......• own cuIans 1IIlIke ..........
leamin& not ooly poujbIe but easy to incorporate

into lOy curricIlum. WhenIt"'. lie directly
involved ill CIIkural expkJraIDa. dIeir motiva
tion iocreueI, their ioIereIt is JUab. and die)'
..DeW peapec:dves. 'l1Ie bout is I~

f_~"""E'J .......h.......
o1ber teadIen pmvidiBa • wiDdow 10 tile world
f~ today's~ people.

GnlIIIIt-Uo

192....., '" J("',"....

;;

o

Let the world
beGome your
alaeeroom.

J



"eat ~-!I' ll.'-j" gives
'orvteillilf' ,\ ,'shops

md IS ,Wk'!!'!,,! ".H !.m
provemcJ)( n cnddren's
f\ He JS!1 parncularly
nostalgic tor the (lId days
III kidd!(.' sho\\\ llhe "Ax
e! and hr· Do,,' nut
point, (Jut thai" hatever
faults sllch programs may
have had, they did have a
nersonal, local flavor

A.nd. thev've all died
out. So Johnso[)~ombats

the trend with his ,me
man operation, on a bud
get that would barely buy
the Cookie \'lonster's
lunch for a month, With
the help l)t an angle"'vorrr
hand pUppCl named f vie)
the worb . 'din chear")
and a resourceful Imagin
ation, he keeps kid' TV
011 an illtimate scale He,
also invented participa·
tion games like "Foods
Bingo," \\-hleh tead as
they entertain

His awkward technol
I ogv is ,I('wh ,'xnandinQ.,
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(as Tyler) gave her a calL
"1 used to be ashamed of
this clumsy operation, but
I'm continually amazed at
how much effect it can
have." -Phil Anderson

Larry Johnson and his loyal friend Tyler at work at the
Minneapolis Children's Health Center.

and he's optimistic
because his efforts have
proved their worth. One
little girl, for example,
went home glum-though
healed-and didn't
brighten up until Johnson

I Itlg U1

heen
, jealth

a.nl' ,-j

1 n~'

11,.1

I "!Ii C! I' ,

them De,I'na!
through 'h;us ,'ue!
visits, interviews anc ,m'
to-one specialized ;tlw

telling. He also greer'.
them on the air' 'I anile
the two girls mis, \'OlJ

and so do Muffle ane! "]('
pups. "

Actually. the daily pro·
grams are only pan 01
what he does. "B(: Your
Own TV" is his maXIm,
affirming a world I)j

possibilities: You can ex
pand TV by comparing a
dramatic special with It
literary source, you can
replace it with home
grown storytelling, and
you can control it wisely
by limiting the things
seen. To help with the lat
ter, Johnson prints a
weekly sheet (\1' 'TV
Tips" for parents, recom
mending program- to
watch and to avoid.

His three loves are kids,
stories and TV. He com

I bined them in a broad
I casting major at the Un;-

I
versity of Minnesota
After a short stint on an

_A~st:~Mi~:.kid·' show

Mister Larry's
Neighborhood
Twice a day, four days a
week, Larry Johnson
plugs himself into a make
shift mass of electronic
spaghetti in a windowless
room. Surrounded by vid
eo monitors, tape decks, a
single (unmanned) camera
and very humble props,
he broadcasts a half hour
of warmth and concern to
hospitalized children. It's
a long way from "Sesame
Street," but it is a success.,

Johnson, 32, is TV
Coordinator for Minne
apolis's Children's Health
Center. His job seems
such a logical thing to do
that it's surprising to learn
he's one of the few doing
it in this country. His
broadcasts (on closed cir
cuit "Children's Channel
13") allay fear and bore
dom in his captive audi
ence, and he makes it even
more fun by involving

t>

66 MPLS ST PAUL APFll lV'e
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LTV HEALING l?OWER .:~~a:~~~c;';~::J~~::
(TN -KIDS· "H'0-'5'P"IT''At' ._: ......"'Wewantt!mDto\akeanlCUvelntertltla,!,hal:,"bap~p. n 1 pellln!tothemandpn,onaroundthem." ''--... - , !
~y sTEVE BERG . . ., ., - . -, -. "'Ibis Is TV atlts moat penanallevel." Johnson said.'
:, _, . -':"0 . '-Xpartlcularl1 JIIr.e ItWhen tldaca1lan tJaepbolletoWk:

~
' - INNEAPOLIS-Accordlnl to popular wlsdom . > to their teddy bears. It makes It worthwhl1e when a
; and acme sclentlllc evidence. TV makes Idcb n~ tella youlhat maybe l!lIs wu the only Ume that,
, YlolenL,churns them Into a lrellZY averllllV- lti~smUedtoclay." . ..' :··.-·:.;<}i~ ;
,coat\.04 cereal:l that rot their teeth and enslave them to One or the big polnta here,· said Charles 3. Van Del.
-~lWftll ror life. It mesmerizes'lhem, c:reaUnl,enera- Helde. lbe hospital', psychiatrist. "Is to acUvely reduce
fUor.sorpa.s:slvesocialrobots. .~,--;,_,~, -. _ . , ...and master fear. Trauma. after all. has been defined IS .
.:' AchlldrUl', hospital inWMeapollJ IIhenten making IlIlezperIenceyou must endurepassively.· ,.'::.- ,',- "
'lIOIIle~beuerofTV'lrcpUledpoweraver1dda.Ph)'_VanDer Htldehopes U1at!OOn Tyler the Worm will -
IIdatls and teehnlclansatMinneapollaCbi1dren's Health \ake his 'how on the road. so to apeak. dolnB remote

.Center IJ'tr . _~~. . _, broadcub from around the hospital. rollowlng patients
'- DOperatIns a tloHlS,cIrcU1tcbanne1 to transmit Uvc fromtheirroolll3toX-raytoaurgeryloposl-op., .
.VJIlIltt slIon and other prosrama Into pUlenta' rooms. ,.~ re~ember ODe ehlId here who was 1ft 1Io1atlonWilb _~, ."
TIle personallud show, are a1llIed at cotnrCll11n! chil- Ieu1temia. but It was very importat for II!m to have
cIren &Ild IIIIldni them less fearfllS of their frlghtenil\8 contact with his lnends, so we used TV, HIs friend.t put

:-Ilewenvlronment. -.c .' - - . anasltitrorhlrn.youkllow,klndafavaudevWeshow,It
>. DUsIna television-in a rew easeI-Upart of "relu. cheered him up. It let him know that his frlencb hadn't
, .tlcn~ therapy. ChI1dren are wed to coneen- forgotten hiIIl."D _-,,-~ ~ r, -

trite on cerWn rel&Zlzlg Images hi Dnler to help them F============:::;=:::;;;;;-
better cIa1 With pain. &Ild In lOme casa those Images .-', _y @

, %:lay relate to their favorite TV programs.
C Most aamatlcal11. beg\Mln, to COIlSfder elper

; \menta to C1ellSlll'e the Impact or watehlng CeleVislon 0:1
bra!.., wnes. The question is. can TV be used to. In e!'

; ftel. -!"JPr.ot!%~.. cbi!~en to 2 !'.:!e !..., ~"Je..~ they ~l ,
lIIffe:l~pain? I

Researchers at lhe hospital elllPhaslze th:lt they are
_1I0t lnte~ested In lrJnd control or In usl.'lg telc·...,sion as a M...·Sot.l .. 9:40 ,'" c-
i.&ug. But they are curious about ltalnfiuence over chil- _ of 1:J4. 4:1/1, 1M. ,..-n Pili t:'1

dren. Thebrain-wave c;qlerlments_not)'et underWrJ
" -ma)' aid lD graphicallyshowinS \hat Infiuence. they
• beUeTe. JOIN:>.. ~.1I'aZlt.to fillet out "theN" a diHennce In. chUcl
,"lus\ I1tUns there and a chUd I1ttlnl theN w.tchtn,TV.-

laid Sal1.Y Colwell. actInJ assistant direCtor of medical
educaUon. "but we're not InterClted In putUn! them
1I:Itoa stupor,· - "

~ "'We should emphasize that the Impetus eomes from
~ thechild...wdMarian Hall. direclor ofpsychology,
; . It would be tough to convince some children, howev
~ er,lbat Tyler, a large purple worm who starS In his own
.' Jlospllal TV .how called the "E1ee1ronlc Get Well Card ' - , and
. SlIow," Im'trame sort or wizard. Tyler, actually a pup_ JUDY GARLAND,

per. encour:lgeS the patient. to phonehim and chat Wilh FRED ASTAlRE,
him during the chow. He remlndll them to take theIr KATHRYN G~AYSOH,
medication and encourages IIOme at them to ret out or GilETA GARBO.
bed a:lei exercise. He attempte to ease tears of hypoder- AND COUNTLESS
mit ne-.!<Ues and coll1forts them b1 name WMn the)' OTHER STARS
awaken aner surgery and even tntemews their teddy for 27 WEEKS
titers, which are often spirited out of kldlI' rootm a:ld OF JOYOUS
Wten to the hospital's TV studio for spetial surprise ap- SCREEN
pearanCfl. ENTER-

It's aU the creation of Larry 30hnson. It hO!lJlltal start TAINMENT
1Ilt1llber who In late 1978 began experimenting with a STARTING

~ small black-and-white TV camera used In the build- WEDNESDAY
:_ InS's 5eCU7it)' I)'stem, He held the cUGefa In one hand WHEN
, and worked Tyler with the other. The kids seemed lO
· take IoT;;lu and his penonalUed messages. THE VAGABOND THEATRE pressnts
: Eventually. the hospital's starr authorized Johnson lO 1"_';';';';"';';'~;;;';;';;';"~;;;;';';;';';,;;;.,i~;";';';';';''''-01
-- ~coloreqU!prnentfromanal\.~inInshoSpitaJandTy- N-... ",#:;. fi

IeI' the Worm's "Electronic Gel WeU Card Show" went
bia·ume. 'VetL not quite bi&4Ume. Its audience most of.. ;~ ' ... - " . :
leu numbp.ts 50 or flO kid!. Children', Ht.1lth Cenler Is . ... -
thouIhllo be the only hospltalln the country beamlilB .,-'

Jlye closed-circuit show. to patients fi\'e d.:Jys a we~k. I~!~:cltmm~i1t!ZI!!iJrii~~
On atypical recent program, Tyler the Worm played If '

::::on~dltoV cbotUe,,,tlhli~~trod~:cs Gl~" leddy featuring IN-PERSON TRIBUTES
reg., IJV you OJIUW me! I know TO KATH"'" C""'SOIf, ''''''GAliIT 0'."1"", ELIAMO"

• you. Greg. You had S'lrgeq lhi.i morning and you're roWEl\.. ""Hct"r. M'M"ILLL CHARLES WALrE""lIun
rprobably really zon;';ed cut. K1nda sleepy, huh! Well. I Q"""liTT "aSMA HUNT ""'0 VUlOlMI" O~....

t:'~:~~~~C~;e~~ r C.1n't wait to get back up in IPS!llTIliA·RiaiT..S W..Elio-Nlie·siiio·A·y·---.·.··--1Ii
OHI WEEK I ."JMf" Prlnl Shown '/' ~.

OHI..YI In Orlo. 1:33; I 11<1110 JI1o,-4~

---_.,,.-----
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A Touching Tale Of Kids
Wows Video Fest Judges

O/J / / - ;:2./- f(
'7 By Yoko Mizui

Although the couple never
before applied for thb kind of
video contest, Johnson won
the Action for Children's Tel·
evision Award in the United
States six years ago. "It's
not u festival but each year.
they give l:In award to people
who ure doing innovativo
work with children for televi
sian," she explained.

Johnson, who has boon tell
ing 9tori~:l and producing 10
cui children's TV for 15 years,
is now teaching video art I1t
Longfellow International
School in Minneupo!i!;l.

Wynne, who uses video a
lot in her job ElS u therupitlL
,.hese few yeurs, gturted to

"Video Lotter Exchange:
Longfellow.l"urzcdown," pro,
duced by Larry Johnson and
his wife Elaine Wynne of the
United States, won the grand
prize at the 9th Tokyo Video
Festival held On Nov, 17.

The work was selected
from among 1,425 entries
from 24 countries, which took
part in the festival sponsored
by JVC (Victor Company of
J span, Ltd.). Composed by el
ementary school teachers, the
top winner was Do video letter
exchange botween elemonta·
ry !lchool pupils in the Unit·
ed States and the United
Kingdom. ,

The judges commented:
This composition, using or
thodox methods, succeeds in
giving u vivid" picture, and re
mJnds us of the fundamentals
of video productiun. The
scene in which the children
develop a close relationship
fuUy iIlustrlltes the potential
of video, The grand prize was
given to the work for its
splendid utilization of video
in developing a close relation·
ship between children .beyond
national boundaries.

"I was very ama:wd and
surprised to win the grand
prix." said Elaine Wynne,
who visited Japan for the

first time to attond the festi·
val. in an interview. Accord·
ing to Wynne. it was only
three days before the con·
test's deadline when she and
her husband received a bro
chure on the festival. sent by
a friend who recommended
they enter the festival.
. "We had a British Festival
in Minnesota last year and
we did the video letter ex·
change as part of that," ex·
plained Wynne. Since that
video letter was too long for
the contest (20 minutes to 25
minutes for each tape took in
Longfellow and FurzedownL
they reedIted it and came up
with the 13·min. 50 sec,·long
film.

What is unique about their
work is that Longfellow's
part was filmed by children in
the primary school then'

U

ELAINE WYNNE
selves. Said Wynne: "Chil
dren were so unafraid of the
equipment. They have no mo
chanical fears like we do.
They learned so fast." As for
the London part, J ahnson
and Wynne took it them
selves .. as we had only two
hours and didn't have enough
time to teach children how to
use a vIdeo camero,"

"What we did with the dill
dren" she said, "the first day,
we showed them the mechan
ical part of using the equip
ment and something about
framing, shots and focusing.
The second day, we started
scripting. It took about 10
hours to finish the video'

The Tokyo Video Festival
is open to individuals and
groups, both amateur and
professional. According to a
JVC spokosman,. Ll total of
503 works came from 23 for
eign countries and the re·
maining 922 domestic entries
included works from each of
Japan's 47 prefectures.

A notable trend soon in this
year's entries is an increuse in
the number of works by peo·
pIe in their sixties nnd Boven
ties. Entries from this age
group numbered 186 works,
six times the 31 works sub·

.mitted last year. It is regard·
ed thut improvement in video
hardware, especially smaller
and lighter cameras, was a
major factor behind the in

handle video in 1973 when creased entries from these
she became a member of the groups.
Women's Film Collective. The JVC President's
"','!:; ~~d,:, b'r"" "hm1t wom· Award went to 71-yeer.old
en, about our own lives and 'l'eruo Kawusaki ior iii:. wu:~
tried to figure out where we "Himaraya Odan: Unjo no
were and where we wanted to Michi" (Across the Himulu
go," she said. yas: A Houte Above the

At present, she is involved Clouds).
in dinical work which helps 'Phe pnnel of tho judgel! ill
children to relax, to exercise eluded Nobuhiko Obayll.!;lhi,
lind teach how to use im. film director; Masahiro Ogi.
ugel'y. movie critic; OSl.IlnU 'fewku,

"Children who have pains," . president of the Japan Ani·
she explained, "learn how to mation Association and Kat·
control pain using a relaxa· suhiro Yamaguchi, video arlo
tion and imagery video. They ist, profos8or of Tsukubu Uni·
see another child on the video varsity.
blling able to do that. It The winning works will ho
makes it easier for them to open to public viewing at Lho
understand what it looks liko 21 VIC Centers und Victor
and how it works. Video Hooms throughout Ju-

As a mother of three pun from Dec. 1.
grown-up children and two
stepchildren. she of course
uses video besides her job,
"on special occllsions."

Wynne, who watched oth·
er prize-winners' works on
Monday, said: "I got terribly
revitalized being at the festi
val. I just felt so excited
I.lbout what people were doing
here. So many of them are
very personally related. Poo·
pIe were looking at things
that are very human. I was so
proud to know how this fes·
tivul is related to life."



Larry D. Johnson
315 Georgia Ave. No.
Mpls, Minn, 55427
612-546-1074

Education

1982
1977
1970

M.A.
B.S.
B.A.

Curriculim Systems (Video in Education), University of Minnesota
Elementary Education, University of Minnesota
Broadcast Speech, University of Minnesota

Experience

1992 - -- Cont. Ed. Faculty, "Storytelling in an Age of Television",
St. Thomas University.

1986 

1973

Storytelling/Video Teacher, Minneapolis Public Schools.

Professional Freelance Storyteller

1980 - 91 Community Faculty, Storytelling and Media, Metro State University.

1982 - 86 Cable TV Coordinator, Minneapolis Public Schools.

1975 82 Television Coordinator, Minneapolis Children's and Abbott-Northwestern
Hospitals.

1972 - 74 Producer-Storyteller on children's environmental show, KAVT-TV;
YMCA Camp and Program Director, Austin, Minnesota.

1970 - 72 Army Medic and German translator, New Ulm, Germany.

1966 - 70 Camp and Program Coordinator, Augustana Lutheran Crossroads, Mpls.

Awards

1986 Grand Prize, Tokyo Video Festival (with Elaine WYnne) for
"Video Letter Exchange -- Longfellow-Furzedown".

1980 Action for Children's TV National Achievement Award for "Electronic
Get Well Card".

Memberships

American Federation of Teachers; Federated Garden Clubs of Minnesota;
Hennepin County Master Gardeners; Minnesota Horticultural Society;
Minnesota Reading Association; Nat!. Assn. for Media Education; Nat!.
Assn. for Preservation and Perpetuation of Storytelling; Natl. Federation
of Local Cable Programmers; National Story League; National Telemedia Council;
Northlands Storytelling Network; Center for Media and Values.
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Dear Federal Communications Commission,
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I hav2 two children who are now in their early twenties who always loved reading and
T V, l felt I had to respond to an article in the Philadelphia Inquirer concerning
childrens television.

Firstly: young children know the difference between cartoon people and real people,
and are not upset over the ·violence" they see between these cartoon characters. I
have observed, however, that violence on T.V. bet,~een real people, even on cowboy
shows is upsetting to young children; but, if it is explained to children that the
characters in the T.V. story are just acting and not really getting hurt or killed,
then th2y are no longer upset. This does not ~23n that they might not have nightmares,
it just means that they will be able to deal with their fea:t&·.:~' .'

I &':l against any creative censorship. I am for better parentipg, and that includes
~~iting or calling the networks to complain, For the most part, I find parents prob
leLis ::i th childrens television j stems from their o~m fears and not from their child
ren's.

Sincerely,

1~
Francine Strauss

709 HooQside Rd.
Rydal, ?A 19046

No. of Copies rec'd 0
UstABCDE
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FCC MAIL ROOM
April 26, 1993

The House Subcommittee on Telecommunications & Finance
House Annex Room 316
Washington, D.C. 20515
Edward Markey, Chair

Sir:

I am concerned that the broadcasting industry is not meeting the mandate
of the Children's Television Act of 1990.

I understand that hearings are being held by your subcommittee regarding
the broadcasting industry's noncompliance with the law.

Please know that as a member of the National Association for Family &
Community Education, I strongly support its mission of strengthening indi
viduals and families with a current focus on children and television.
Therefore, I register my extreme concern about the quality and the quantity
of children's television programming.

Since I have seen little or no improvement in children's programming since
the passage of the Act in 1990, I would hope that your subcommittee could
recommend consequenses for noncompliance by the television programming
industry.

srz::-c.~
Harriet E. Steenson, State President
Nebraska Association for Family &Community Education
RR 1 Box 28
Wolbach, NE 68882

pc: Federal Communication Commission

No. of Copies rec'd 0
UstABCDE ------
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April 22, 1993

Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary Searcy:

My name is Virginia A. Angel and I am the mother of a two year old son and the Chief
Executive Officer of AHA! Enterprises. AHA! Enterprises is a non-profit corporation
dedicated to the advancement of children's education through quality television programming.
It is our goal to improve the quality of information that children receive through television,
to help them become better people and world citizens through a better understanding of other
people, cultures and the world around them.

I am writing on behalf of our organization to comment on the Federal Communications
Commission's proposed changes to the Children's Television Act of 1990. It is our
observation that the Act has not produced the level of quality television programming that
was intended.

During the viewing periods when children typically watch television (after school, early
mornings and evenings), there is a preponderance of insensitive programming. These
children repeatedly witness sexual and cultural stereo-typing, far too much violence and poor
role models. Not only is the programming inadequate, the accompanying advertising is
manipulative -- it plays on our children's insecurities. fears and self-image.

Since AHA! Enterprises is specifically concerned about children's educational programming,
we welcome the opportunity to comment on this important issue. Our suggestions include:

o children's programming must promote worthwhile human values and self
esteem, teach respect of others and reinforce moral and ethical responsibilities

o given the typical viewing hours of children, networks must maintain a
sensitivity toward the potential viewing audience not just the tar~eted viewing
audience

No. of Copies rec'd,__O _
UstABCDE

o define the time periods that children may be viewing and maintain higher
standards for programming during that time

P.O. Box 3m • Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 • (310) 545-2833
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o promote a ratio of responsible programming such that one hour of children's
educational programming would be required for every three hours of market
directed programming (specific guidelines must be established for the
children's programming).

If the regulations contained in an amended Children's Television Act continue to be vague,
then input from the general public and monitoring and enforcement by the Federal
Communications Commission will be worthless. Specific guidelines and regulations are
necessary to bring about higher standards of children's programming from our networks.

Television, for better or worse, has become the most important medium for the transference
of information and entertainment. The Children's Television Act is necessary to insure that
the informational aspect of the medium is as good as it can be.

Yours truly,

~-:a--~
Virginia A. Angel
AHA! Enterprises

~O. Box 3Z77 • Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 • (310) 545-2833


